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Besides these there are a few less influential sects ;
the particulars in which they differ from the ordinary
worshippers of Vishnu only will be given.

Radha Vallabhis are those who, whilst worshipping
Krishna, prefer to give their chief adoration to Radha,
his chief mistress according to some, or his heavenly
bride according to others. It is said that it was owing
to a curse that Radha, his celestial spouse, became a
milkmaid upon earth, and on this ground his criminal
intercourse with her is defended. Sakhi B/iavas. The
members, in order to show their great regard for Radha
in preference to her husband, not only adopt women's
dress, but also the manners and occupation of women.
They are few in number, and not very respectable.
Char an Dasis. This sect was founded by a merchant
named Charan Das. At first he taught that no repre-
sentative of deity should be worshipped; he even
repudiated the Salgrama and Tulsi. Gradually, how-
ever, innovations have been made, and the objects
common to other Vaishnavas are now freely worshipped.
He taught, further, that good works are of equal value
with faith ; that a man's works determine his final con-
dition. Sanyasis. This name, though usually employed
to denote ascetics of the Saivya faith, is also used with
the qualifying word Tridandi for a class of Vaishnavas
of the.Ramanuja sect who have passed through the first
two stages of the Brahmanical order, and have entered
upon the ascetic life. The word danda signifies a staff",
and the Tridandi Sanyasis are those who have taken up
the three-fold staff; i.e. have exercised a three-fold
restraint of speech, body, and mind, or word, deed, and
thought. These men do not touch metals or fire, and
cannot, therefore, cook their own food, but depend upon
the generosity of the pious Brahmans of the other orders